
PULL YOURSHELF
TOGETHER

C O M M U N I T Y  O R G A N I Z I N G  I N  L I B R A R I E S

L AU R E N  C O M I TO



WHAT IS 
COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZING?



COMMUNITY ORGANIZING

Noun

the coordination of cooperative efforts and campaigning carried 

out by local residents to build collective power in order to 

promote the interests of their community.

ótenants in the tenantõs association are now empowered to 

demand heat and hot water in the winter through community 

organizingó



WHY LIBRARIES?

Shared 
Resources

Community
Reliable 

Information



HOW DO WE APPLY THIS IN 
LIBRARIES?



FRAMING THE 
PROBLEM



HOW TO FRAME THE PROBLEM

To frame a problem, you should begin by asking these 

questions:

ÅWhat is the issue?

ÅWho is involved?

ÅWhat contributing factors have created the problem?

ÅWhat resources do you have that can contribute to the solution?



EASY LIBRARY RESOURCES TO OFFER

Trust

Staff

Space



SALS - Pember Library and Museum



SETTING UP 
STRUCTURES



MAKE A PLAN



DIGESTIBLE TASKS




