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The Future is Unwritten
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{ŎŜƴŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΧ 











άbƻΣ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ 5ƻ bƻǘ bŜŜŘ ǘƻ tŀƴƛŎ !ōƻǳǘ ΨaǳǊŘŜǊ IƻǊƴŜǘǎΣΩ 
Smithsonian Magazine, Alex Fox, 5.5.2020











άChicagoans of the Year for Books: Librarians and library 
workers of Illinois fight for dignity during a year of 
ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΣέ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ¢ǊƛōǳƴŜΣ мнΦнмΦнлнн

Brooklyn Public Library's Nick Higgins,Amy 
Mikel,Karen Keys,Jackson Gomes, andLeigh Hurwitz 
have been named Library Journal's 2023 Librarians 
of the Yearfor their work on Books Unbanned, 
providing free ebook access to teens and young 
adults nationwide to help defy rising book challenges 
across the country.







άΧIƻǿŜǾŜǊ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 

lives might feel, we are not just cogs in the machine, 

ǘǊŀǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΧέ



Libraries work because we do . 
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HealthyMinds@Work

ÅAwareness:Be Present

ÅConnection:Kindness & Gratitude

ÅInsight:Get Curious

ÅPurpose:Stay Motivated

https://hminnovations.org/meditation-app



If the future is unwritten, 

what story will your 

library write?







Want to make the world suck less?



What the world needs nowé

ÅLocal matters. 

ÅWorking together. 

ÅRecognize and value diversity. 

ÅHelp all to be heard. 





òI donõt want your hope. I want you to acté

I want you to act as if the house was on fireé 

because it is .ó 

-Greta Thunberg, Climate Activist 



Alexandra Rowland 

òWeaponized Optimismó



Graphic: AllHandsRaised.org









Triple Bottom Line Definition:

Environmentally Sound

Socially Equitable

Economically Feasible



Characteristics of Sustainable Libraries

VStrong & Authentic Institutions

VCatalyst for Social Cohesion & Civic Participation in Communities 

VWorking on Climate Mitigation (reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GhG)

VActive Participants in Climate Adaptation (strengthening community resilience)



άLΩƳ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻǳǊ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ 

was involved in sustainable work over 

the past two years, we were ready to 

bounce back from this social disruptionτ

and show our grit and resiliency in the 

ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŀŘǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦέ







https://www.libraryoflocal.org/

Å Tool Lending

Å Seed Library

Å Special Collections

Å Food Security (Y1)

Å Climate Solutions (Y2)

Å Programming

Å Alignment with NYS Climate Smart Communities







Brentwood Public Library, NY



Disaster Preparedness



Decarbonize

ChrisneyPublic Library (IN)

Zero-Net Energy Facility

Santa Clara County Library (CA) 

Electric Mini Bookmobile
Indian Creel Library (OK)

Solar EV Charging 
Stations 




