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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FxL7ikkLpK-8KuoonZA8d_sCjMX2AKU2RLQQlUAh0_4/present?usp=sharing


YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/@lesterpubliclibraryintwori3884/videos


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1CXXfpSXleNPZSdejEmbn1r52f6TpFSMJPEDtTb6IE1c/present?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Fbi-3bzg_fN3VFNoCRZwMtVEfB-Djz0N6hZpGte7vOE/present?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1BYjHynEXpFOFmWxfBKgTuXNmUlEG0xb7sCSFokuziPo/present?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1mTPs3mGUu50gQdUgt1PVfZHbC3sJWHgG2_iqItUTFKU/present?usp=sharing


Do you?

How do you choose books 
for your collections?

Piles on the nightstand 
reader or one at a time?

Only if I’ve read 
the book first!

Do you immediately open 
a book to read the flap?

Tell me more…

You know, help patrons 
find a new read?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Like to read Like movies Like stories

Read reviews Read flaps Advise readers



Training
Complete!



I know stories.

I am a 
librarian!
I already have the skills needed to book talk.



To Read? or
NOT to Read?150 BOOKS



Me sharing how much 
I loved a book

7th Grade Student



Book Talk Basics

Character Setting
Where does the story 
take place?

Who is the book about?

Problem Quirks
What makes this book 
interesting?

What is the main 
problem?



Where to look:

● Book description
● Library catalog
● NoveList
● Amazon
● Other review sources



Library 
Catalog
Abstracts, reviews, 
subjects…



https://mani.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/mcls/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1120639/email?qu=trapped+underground&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A1120639%7EILS%7E0&te=ILS


NoveList
Abstracts, genres, themes, mood, 
style, readalikes, “heads up”, 
reviews…



https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=neh&AN=11176551&site=novp-live
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=neh&AN=11176610&site=novp-live
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=neh&AN=11176610&site=novp-live


Amazon
Reader reviews, professional 
reviews, publisher blurbs, 
age levels…



Amazon 
Reviews

https://www.amazon.com/Mountain-Fire-Eruption-Survivors-Helens/dp/125088165X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1I61JL8BHLYMJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.1F-bke5JvPocMkfzMGocVz9gzBnFSnxfFC6ExoKGW_aIaWB7sMABy92OqrDV3ktCQy3BjvYvQ9bE_s1qzZ5OvM6cHk74wa_vUrFzl8FE4SqN19QyYW8qfMhIoF24Gzk_V-d_x5Pz5HDcwLuwleM8mMPiErNVDol3i2gg_gJBbbQz0R5zqnZ6LNDHWJEFQRUx2vsYG1UFOoTl-Er-x7FHGpl6R4QYN4P6ubvQPQexeUY.RQRWc6EzaCEQv9xzEYd59uH3s7tNiDsKuTrF4G1uBSY&dib_tag=se&keywords=mountain+of+fire+the+eruption+of+mount+st+helens&qid=1745865055&sprefix=mountain+of+fire%2Caps%2C166&sr=8-1#customerReviews
https://www.amazon.com/Mountain-Fire-Eruption-Survivors-Helens/dp/125088165X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1I61JL8BHLYMJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.1F-bke5JvPocMkfzMGocVz9gzBnFSnxfFC6ExoKGW_aIaWB7sMABy92OqrDV3ktCQy3BjvYvQ9bE_s1qzZ5OvM6cHk74wa_vUrFzl8FE4SqN19QyYW8qfMhIoF24Gzk_V-d_x5Pz5HDcwLuwleM8mMPiErNVDol3i2gg_gJBbbQz0R5zqnZ6LNDHWJEFQRUx2vsYG1UFOoTl-Er-x7FHGpl6R4QYN4P6ubvQPQexeUY.RQRWc6EzaCEQv9xzEYd59uH3s7tNiDsKuTrF4G1uBSY&dib_tag=se&keywords=mountain+of+fire+the+eruption+of+mount+st+helens&qid=1745865055&sprefix=mountain+of+fire%2Caps%2C166&sr=8-1#customerReviews


Does it work?
Student Comments

● I can’t decide! You make everything sound good.
● I don’t know what I would do if you didn’t bring 

books to school—I can’t get to the library.
● I highlighted them all so I can get them 

at the library later.
● I’m going to ask my grandma to bring me 

to the library because my parents work.
● Can you bring more books by this author? 

When are you coming back?
● Do you come to the high school too?
● I miss your book commercials.



Book Talk Effectiveness
70% 3rd Grade Magee (in May 22): 20 books book talked / 14 checked out

87% 4th Grade Magee (Nov 25): 23 books book talked / 20 checked out

82% 4th Grade Magee (April 25): 23 books book talked / 19 checked out

73% 8th Grade Clarke (Oct 25): 22 books book talked / 16 checked out

100%   If a teacher asks to keep a book if no student checks it out…it gets checked out.



This year: 1,949
284 this month | 57 new library cards





Who has cards already?

Opt out only

What did I bring?

Class Lists

Permission Form

Book Lists     

Talk to each class
Book Talks

With each class
Checkout



1%



How it helps ME:
● Library cards
● Collection development
● Reader’s Advisory
● Program promotion
● Teacher requests
● Kids know me



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, and 
includes icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik 

Thanks!
Terry Ehle

tehle@lesterlibrary.org
920.793.7118

lesterlibrary.org

https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

