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STORIES MAKE A COMMUNITY

CAPTURE THE STORIES IN YOUR COMMUNITY

AND CAPTURE YOUR COMMUNITY’S INTEREST & SUPPORT

You can 

start  small

Kent & 

Wilda 

Bartman

1951

Ah-h-h-h-h



In your community:

People

Places

Events

Culture

WHERE DO YOU FIND 

INSPIRATION?

ONE THING 

JUST LEADS TO 

ANOTHER



What can you discover about 

your community’s past?

➢ Use your library research resources

➢ Use community resources: 
museums, historical societies, civic groups, 

churches, schools, local government

➢ Ask your local experts

➢ Newspaper Archive Databases

Badgerlink contains:  Archive of Wisconsin Newspapers 
Newspaper Source Plus, 
Newspapers.com Library Edition - World Collection





FIND    CLIP    PRINT/SAVE  SHARE 



Where you can get help and funding?

➢ Humanities Nebraska

➢ Local volunteers

➢ Community Foundations

➢ Nebraska State Historical Society

➢ National Endowment for the Humanities

➢ Gilder Lehman Institute

➢ American Library Association



Solicit and train volunteers

.

Research                     

Scanning                

Web Development

Programming              

Mounting displays 

Promotional designs

Virginia Gleason

Bette Ryan Beverly Craft

Nancy Weidenheimer

Sally 

Bidleman



ORAL HISTORIES
2009 - Patchwork of Dependency:  The Effects of 

World War II on Edwards County       22 Interviews

2011 – Patterns of Change: Edwards County, 

1950-1970                      23 Interviews

2012 – 1979 Tractorcade to D.C.:   

Edwards County Farmers and the

American Agriculture Movement   

14 Interviews

Carnival History                  Veterans                       Dust Bowl



Patterns of  Change
Open House

November 5, 2011

Hold Open Houses to connect 

your citizens to the oral histories.



Dr. Boehme’s 

English 11 

Class “Our 

Town” project 

included 

researching a 

local building.

Gave them 

FREE copying

2000 on                       



Local History Archive

Do you have one?  Wonderful!

Don’t have one… 

begin to create one

Catalogue 

files 



Kinsley has the oldest 

grandstand in Kansas

Kinsley was home to the 

oldest community 

Shakespearean Festival.

William Wolfgang visitsCatalogued files make 

them accessible to both 

local and remote 

researchers.



Catherine Hattrup

1925-2020

Catherine’s story reached one million 

4th and 5th graders because it was 

catalogued. 

Catherine’s story is also preserved.



Don Benish, computer programmer,   
walked in the library door and said he 
had an idea for a historical digital map 
if we wanted to do the research.  

Spring 2002

He designed and implemented the 

Downtown Kinsley Digital Map.



Volunteers researched a 
specific area of downtown Kinsley

Nancy Weidenheimer Sally Bidleman



Four photographs albums by professional California photographer 

William Reagh from 1978 and 1985 becomes core of digital project.



Edwards County Historical Society 

Local newspapers and books

Commercial postcards                              Family albums  

Individual collections

Kansas 

State 

Historical 

Society

Images gathered from 

organizations and the community



Images catalogued 

in Kinsley collection



2017

Edwards County Historical Society 

received boxes of glass negatives done 

by the photographer W. O. Durstine of 

Belpre, KS.

Kansas State Historical Society scanned 

and archived them.

Kinsley Library working to identify them 

and also storing digital copy.



2008 - Hutchinson

UNDERGROUND VAULT AND 

STORAGE, INC.

• Did research in stored records

• Networking with Librarians,                             

County Commissioner, Historical 

Society & Museum, Cemetery Board, 

Volunteer Researcher

• Public Preservation Awareness      

(Newspaper coverage of trip)

• Brought early tax roles home to 

create digitized spread sheets



The Things They Carried Home Preservation Workshop - 2015



The Edwards County Arts Council sponsored the 

Kansas Humanities Council talk on “Main Street 

Kansas” at the library.  A companion display was 

mounted with photographs of Kinsley’s main street 

borrowed from the Edwards County Historical Society.

1999



Collections from individuals on exhibit at library

Call for artifacts for group exhibits 

with open houses to share stories

2001

Handkerchiefs

2003

Pot Holders

Objects are dug out and dusted off.  

Memories are shared and recorded.  

Families think about preservation.                

2000

Aprons



World War II 
patron-generated 

exhibit with 

open house held 

on Veterans Day

2003



Korean and Vietnam Wars Exhibit   2004



From the 

Bookshelf 

of….

From the Bookshelf of 

…. Librarian interviews 

citizens about their lives and 

their important books.  

Display mounted with the 

citizen’s books.  

2002-2003



Summer Reading programs for teens

Three interviews conducted by teens for 

Summer Reading, Discover New Trails, 2004

INCLUDE/INVOLVE 

YOUR TEENS



Partnered with 

H.S. English class in the 

Library of Congress 

Veterans History Project 

http://www.loc.gov/vets/

Get help here:

Print Forms and Kits

18 Interviews 

Conducted 2004-2006
Interviews entered into library collection

http://www.loc.gov/vets/


Teens create topographic map 

of Edwards County Trails

Summer Reading “Discover New Trails”  2004

SEVEN TRAILS

Buffalo, Indian, Conquistador, Santa Fe Trail, 

Cattle Trail, Santa Fe Railroad, Highway 50

Exhibited at Kansas State Fair

and Santa Fe Trail meeting 



Teens make a film 

of Edwards County 

attractions

Used by the 

Economic 

Development 

director at the 

Kansas Sampler 

Festival.

Summer Reading theme

One World, Many Stories
2011





Get a Clue @ the Library  2007 Summer Reading theme

Solve the Mystery of the 

Fleagle Gang Bank Robbery (1927)

A visit to the Edwards County Courthouse to get

Clues from the County Clerk, Treasurer, Lawyer, 

District Judge, Sheriff, and Police



2018 MUSICAL

KCAIC Artist  in 

Residence, 

Thad Beach,

Lyrics and 

Music

Set, 

Properties, 

Costumes

Promotion

Research and 

Script Writing

1960 & 1927, Kinsley

Summer Reading theme – Libraries Rock





Picturing America

NEH grant - 2008

Edward Hooper’s 

“House by the Railroad”

Hobbs house next to the 

railroad in Kinsley



Architect and local historian Ed Carlson 

researches and conducts a bus tour

“Architectural Styles                

of Kinsley”

2010 and 2017



Take your own

self-guided tour

Recorded Ed’s tour talk, 

transcribed it and added his 

primary research

Check out the book at the 

library or access it in digital 

form online



Encourage cooperation and sharing within community

Burial files online - 2003

Library cooperates with 

Cemetery Board

Sexton does research in 

library on burials 

Sexton’s cemetery records 

added to library website 

2004

Librarian joins Cemetery 

Board

Cemetery Board applies 

and Civil War Monument is 

put on the National

Registry of Historic Places 

and becomes eligible for 

grants for preservation

Local funds generated to 

enclose monument in a 

building - 2015

Ray Wetzel



KINSLEY is MIDWAY USA
➢ Geographically  

➢ Homebase for carnivals

➢ Bruce White – Carousal figure carver

ILDP Grant for Carnival Resources – 1998

Bookworm carving by teens – 2000

Kansas Arts Commission grant

Your Midway to Resources

1939



Archiving and hosting Carnival Heritage 

images on library website      2009-2011

Conducted Oral Histories



2008 - In Cold Blood

Panel of Police, Lawyer,     

Judge and Reporter

2010 - Dreams of My Father
Local people did programs on 

➢ Kenya

➢ Preserving Family Stories

➢ Grandparents: Roles, Rights, and 

Responsibilities

KANSAS READS…

2006 – The Learning Tree
Researched and shared history of 

African Americans in Edwards County

2009 – Virgin of the Plains
Program on

Civil War Monument & 

Ghost Stories of Edwards County

2005 - Lewis & Clark Bicentennial
Local programs by modern voyagers on: 

➢ Patron drives Model T to Florida

➢ Patron takes boat up the Missouri River

BRING BOOK DISCUSSIONS HOME



High School Annuals scanned and online

Oklahoma Correctional Industries



Panel Discussion 

by local cowboys

2017

Recorded, transcribed, 

and accessible on 

website



CONNECT POET LAUREATE 

VISITS TO YOUR COMUNITY

Early local poets   2014

The 

Psalms 

as 

Poetry

Dr. 

Boehme  

2014

Ivo Tvtkovic,

a Bosnian Refugee,

shares his poetry

2016



Photovoice project

2019



ANNUAL DISCSSION SERIES

2011 Civil War

2012 Tractorcade

2013 Kansas Forts & the Indian Wars

2014 Kansas Trails and Rails

2015 Dust Bowl

2016 Kansas Mosaic (Immigration)

2017 Kansas Architecture

2018 World War I

2019 Kansas Indians

2020 19th - Piecing Together Women’s Suffrage



Thinking beyond the library walls

Santa Fe Railroad Depot in Dodge City 

Fort Larned, Fort Dodge, Fort Hays

Palace Theater, ECHS Sod House, USD 347 Dome

Bus Tour to Lawrence and Black Jack Battlefield



Local exhibits
High school shop class made 

stack-end holders for posters



8 foot foyer display poster 

created in Microsoft Publisher        

and professionally printed



14” X 22” stack-display  posters designed in Microsoft Publisher and 

professionally printed (Can be printed on legal landscape and glued together)



36” X 36” mounted on display board and easel



Beverly Snyder

diary published 

in  installments 

34 years later

1979 Tractorcade Diary written 

by Beverly Snyder Anderson



ALA &

Gilder Lehman

National 

Traveling 

Exhibit

2015

CREATING AN EXPERIENCE

FOR THE WHOLE COMMUNITY



Humanities Kansas Heritage Grant, “It Blew So Hard”



Local 

Companion 

Exhibit



Custom created

Humanities Kansas

Talk About Literature in Kansas Series

Teacher In-Service in 

cooperation with the Kansas 

State Historical Society



Traveling trunk of costumes for book: “Voices of the Dust Bowl”

Mike Adams



Kansas Creative Arts Industries Grant, Artist in Residence, Thad Beach



Exhibit Open House and Guided Classroom Visits



8th Grade Projects Class

Conducts 3 Oral Histosries

Dust Bowl Survivor

1950s Drought

KSU Extension Agent

7th and 8th Grade

Postcards from the 

Dust Bowl

with Thad Beach

4th grade Dust Bowl art project

PROJECT

EXHIBITS



WORLD WAR I letters published in local newspapers



WWI BLOG
Lots of 

Research



Humanities Kansas “Turning Points”

File generated for City Manager to 

modify the flood plain restrictions - 1997

Researched more; called for pictures

Gizmo Film crew

came to interview

and film

Decided to do 

another short film 

on the floods in

Offerle.

Shown at the 

Palace Theater

with panel 

discussion on 

flood plain

Issues       2014



Companion exhibit for Turning 
Points film on flooding in 

Edwards County

Extensive

Research





Women’s Suffrage 2020







Pandemic hits
WEEKLY BLOG & NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

➢ From Your Remote Librarian

➢ From the Library Archive



StoryWalk®

For community 
display of…

o Student artwork
o Student Poetry
o Summer Reading artwork
o Historical buildings 
o Historical events & tidbits

Storywalk frames 
were built by 
staff during 
pandemic 

closing.



Francie Alexander
Senior Vice President & Chief Academic Officer

Scholastic Inc.

“None of us can do everything, 

but all of us can do something.  

Choose what will mean the 

most to the community you 

serve, and take the first step 

next Monday.”
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