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STORIES MAKE A COMMUNITY

CAPTURE THE STORIES IN YOUR COMMUNITY

AND CAPTURE YOUR COMMUNITYõS INTEREST & SUPPORT

You can 

start  small

Kent & 

Wilda 

Bartman

1951

Ah-h-h-h-h



In your community:

People

Places

Events

Culture

WHERE DO YOU FIND 

INSPIRATION?

ONE THING 

JUST LEADS TO 

ANOTHER



What can you discover about 

your communityõs past?

üUse your library research resources

üUse community resources: 
museums, historical societies, civic groups, 

churches, schools, local government

üAsk your local experts

üNewspaper Archive Databases

Badgerlinkcontains:  Archive of Wisconsin Newspapers 
Newspaper Source Plus, 
Newspapers.com Library Edition - World Collection





FIND    CLIP    PRINT/SAVE  SHARE 



Where you can get help and funding?

üHumanities Nebraska

üLocal volunteers

üCommunity Foundations

üNebraska State Historical Society

üNational Endowment for the Humanities

üGilder Lehman Institute

üAmerican Library Association



Solicit and train volunteers

.

Research                     

Scanning                

Web Development

Programming              

Mounting displays 

Promotional designs

Virginia Gleason

Bette Ryan Beverly Craft

Nancy Weidenheimer

Sally 

Bidleman



ORAL HISTORIES
2009 - Patchwork of Dependency:  The Effects of 

World War II on Edwards County       22 Interviews

2011 ðPatterns of Change: Edwards County, 

1950-1970                      23 Interviews

2012 ð1979 Tractorcadeto D.C.:   

Edwards County Farmers and the

American Agriculture Movement   

14 Interviews

Carnival History                  Veterans                       Dust Bowl



Patterns of  Change
Open House

November 5, 2011

Hold Open Houses to connect 

your citizens to the oral histories.



Dr. Boehmeõs 

English 11 

Class òOur 

Townó project 

included 

researching a 

local building.

Gave them 

FREE copying

2000 on                       



Local History Archive

Do you have one?  Wonderful!

Donõt have oneé 

begin to create one

Catalogue 

files 



Kinsley has the oldest 

grandstand in Kansas

Kinsley was home to the 

oldest community 

Shakespearean Festival.

William Wolfgang visitsCatalogued files make 

them accessible to both 

local and remote 

researchers.



Catherine Hattrup

1925-2020

Catherineõs story reached one million 

4 th and 5 th graders because it was 

catalogued. 

Catherineõs story is also preserved.



Don Benish , computer programmer,   
walked in the library door and said he 
had an idea for a historical digital map 
if we wanted to do the research.  

Spring 2002

He designed and implemented the 

Downtown Kinsley Digital Map.



Volunteers researched a 
specific area of downtown Kinsley

Nancy Weidenheimer Sally Bidleman



Four photographs albums by professional California photographer 

William Reagh from 1978 and 1985 becomes core of digital project.



Edwards County Historical Society 

Local newspapers and books

Commercial postcards                              Family albums  

Individual collections

Kansas 

State 

Historical 

Society

Images gathered from 

organizations and the community



Images catalogued 

in Kinsley collection



2017

Edwards County Historical Society 

received boxes of glass negatives done 

by the photographer W. O. Durstine of 

Belpre, KS.

Kansas State Historical Society scanned 

and archived them.

Kinsley Library working to identify them 

and also storing digital copy.



2008 - Hutchinson

UNDERGROUND VAULT AND 

STORAGE, INC.

ÅDid research in stored records

ÅNetworking with Librarians,                             

County Commissioner, Historical 

Society & Museum, Cemetery Board, 

Volunteer Researcher

ÅPublic Preservation Awareness      

(Newspaper coverage of trip)

ÅBrought early tax roles home to 

create digitized spread sheets



The Things They Carried Home Preservation Workshop - 2015



The Edwards County Arts Council sponsored the 

Kansas Humanities Council talk on ñMain Street 

Kansasò at the library.  A companion display was 

mounted with photographs of Kinsleyôs main street 

borrowed from the Edwards County Historical Society.

1999



Collections from individuals on exhibit at library

Call for artifacts for group exhibits 

with open houses to share stories

2001

Handkerchiefs

2003

Pot Holders

Objects are dug out and dusted off.  

Memories are shared and recorded.  

Families think about preservation.                

2000

Aprons



World War II 
patron -generated 

exhibit with 

open house held 

on Veterans Day

2003



Korean and Vietnam Wars Exhibit   2004



From the 

Bookshelf 

ofé.

From the Bookshelf of 

é.Librarian interviews 

citizens about their lives and 

their important books.  

Display mounted with the 

citizenôs books.  

2002-2003


