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BOOK DISPLAYS ARE 

PART OF READERS 

ADVISORY
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READERS ADVISORY CAN BE 
ACTIVE OR PASSIVE



PASSIVE 

READERS 

ADVISORYŎ



WITH PASSIVE READERS 
ADVISORY THERE IS NO 
REASON TO NOT BE AS 
INCLUSIVE AS POSSIBLE AND 
TO INCLUDE A WIDE VARIETY 
OF AUTHORS, CHARACTERS, 
EXPERIENCESŎ



https://twitter.com/Tuphlos


ŔPEOPLE GRAVITATE TO A 

SMALLER UNIVERSE OF BOOKS.ŕ-

 JOYCE SARICKS



ÅŔONE OF THE BEST THINGS YOU CAN DO TO 

PROMOTE YOUR COLLECTION TO EVERY PATRON 

IS TO PUT THINGS ON DISPLAY.ŕ Ŝ 

BECKY SPRATFORD, RA FOR ALL 

There are hidden gems in our 

stacks!



SPINES ARENœT ALWAYS 
ENOUGH TO CATCH 
SOMEONEœS ATTENTION, 
REGARDLESS OF HOW 
WONDERFUL THE BOOK 
IS. 



ÅShowing off the covers 

might allow a book to find 

its reader. 



ARCHIVE YOUR DISPLAYS! 

Those independent bookstores have great ideas! 

Gibsons Bookstore in Concord, NH archives their book displays on their website. 



WHERE DO I PUT 

THEM? 
ÅCentral walkways 

ÅMove things to unexpected places ð childrenõs 

books to other parts of  your library. 

ÅNear your catalog computers, copiers, printers. 

ÅAt the service desks ð checkout, referenceé

ÅOn top of  shelving units. 

ÅOn carts.

ÅPut AV near the books and books near the AV!

ÅWalk around your library!





ÅALA Celebratory weeks

ÅHolidays ï real and imaginary

ÅPop culture ï TV shows, movies, cultural 

trends, video games

Å Internet culture - #MeMadeMay #Nanowrimo

ÅThe news

ÅWhat are you or your friends talking about? 

ÅHobbies

ÅBook Awards

ÅPrograms and Services your library offers

Å Independent Bookstores

Okayé How do I find ideas? 



BOOK DISPLAYS 

DO NOT NEED 

TO BE 

COMPLICATED!



PILES AND PILES 

OF BOOKS!



DECORATIONS?





Remember Ŝ you are not creating an 

art installation or being graded! The 

focus is on the books. 







ON 

BESTSELLERSŎ

ÅBest selling authors do not need 

our help to promote their 

books. 

ÅThose authors that patrons ask 

for constantly can be used to 

promote your back list titles as 

read alikes.





NEW YEAR Ŝ 

TRY 

SOMETHING 

NEW



TOPIC IN THE 
NEWS? ADD A 
BOOK DISPLAY SO 
YOU CAN DIRECT 
PATRONS TO A 
SELECTION OF 
BOOKS



GENRES AND 

SUBGENRESŎ


