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òThey both bark!ó



òSmall is 

not the   

same

as less.ó
Watkins, C. (2004). Small Libraries, Big Ideas. (cover story). American Libraries, 35(3), 28.  (March 2004)



òSmall but Mighty!ó







òBeing small cuts both 

waysñthere are 

disadvantages, but 

there are also some 

built-in advantages.ó
Watkins, C. (2004). Small Libraries, Big Ideas. (cover story). American Libraries, 35(3), 28. 



Advantagesé

ÅPeople still know whatôs going on in the 

world.

ÅConnections can be made quickly.

ÅInstitutions are interwoven.

ÅIf someone has a good idea, it doesnôt take 

months of preparation to get it on the table. 



Programs

Building 

Spaces

Makerspaces



Programs

ÅStaff

ÅMoney

ÅSpace

ÅTime (to prepare)

_________________

Å Volunteers, DIY

Å Donations, craftless

Å Off-site, stacks

Å Volunteers 







Tale 
Tellers

Teens leading

storytime





Space



ÅDrake Community Library

Å$65,000 renovation

to Teen Space (in new building)

Å565 sq. ft.



ÅOelwein Library

Å$1700 cost for Teen Space

Å169 sq. ft.



Å Aplington PLðpopulation 1100

Å $500 (donated by Friends)

Å 12ô x 15ô



ÅWaukee PL

ÅDonated ceiling 

tiles

ÅPurchased 

tempura paints

Cost = app. <$50



Carlisle Public Library

Population = 3876

Square footage = 3600 



Makerspace



Cincinnati PL



A $100 Makerspace

ÅCreativity can overcome lack of 
money.

ÅA ream of paper can provide a 
makerspace!

ÅEmbrace the creative potential in 
everyday objects.

ÅItôs more than technology.

ÅBuy essential things (scissors, duct 
tape, etc.).

ÅBuy a lot for a little (i.e. LED lights).

http://dhmakerbus.com/2014/10/07/how-to-make-a-100-makerspace-for-your-library/

http://dhmakerbus.com/2014/10/07/how-to-make-a-100-makerspace-for-your-library/


Remember:

Itõs a marathonéItõs about communityé



--Jennifer Gogerty, Slater PL Director (5/14/15)

òõMakerspaceõ is a fancy 
word for craft area.ó



Q: How much 
space does a 
makerspace 
take if a 
makerspace 
could take 
space?





Prairie City Public Library
Population-=1680; Sq. Ft = 1936



Makerspace 

in a box!



Magna Tiles!



Snap Circuit fun!





Size is Relative--

Not Potential



Slater Public Library

ÅPopulation = 1489

Å3680 square feet



ñSmall libraries have a choice when it 

comes to serving their patrons and 

communities: They can offer minimal 

service and cede much of their mission to 

the larger libraries in the major metros, or 

they can strive to find ways to provide full 

service to their patrons where they live.ò 

http://www.slaterlibrary.org/about/

http://www.slaterlibrary.org/about/


Story Time Centers



Tween Reading Program

Cemetery 

Walk with 

Slater 

Historical 

Society



All Story County Tween 

Read Program Year 1

Visit to Iowa 

State 

University 

Robotics Lab 

and Virtual 

Reality 

Experience

Countywide Tween Read Program





Card Making


