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TODAY...

WHY CODING? 

WHAT? FUTURE...

WHO?

How?



So, Why coding?



Coding Is NOT:

● A lone geek in a basement pounding on a keyboard
● Too complicated for everyday people to learn
● Too complicated for everyday librarians/teachers to TEACH
● Boring
● Mechanical
● Magical (though it can seem that way)



Coding is:

● Self-expression
● Problem-solving
● Everywhere
● Imaginative
● Fun
● Power

(cc) by-nc-nd Bryan Auer https://flic.kr/p/4majt7



The Changing Landscape

(cc) by-sa Joe Haupt https://flic.kr/p/uRkwHh

(cc) by-nc danielhedrick https://flic.kr/p/2gidV

(cc) by Ninac26 https://flic.kr/p/q3i7VC

(cc) by Sean MacEntee https://flic.kr/p/8SZoaF



Literacy and Citizenship

(cc) by-nc-nd Martino Sabia https://flic.kr/p/qvrSE



Computational Thinking

the biggest problems are just
tiny problems stuck together



Coding & Jobs

(code.org)



Coding & Jobs: Where are the future employees?

(code.org)



Why Libraries?



Coding & School CurriculA

(code.org)

3/4



Coding & Life-Long Learners
● Limited opportunities
● Costly
● Career change oriented

(cc) by-nc-nd DeSales University 
https://flic.kr/p/sqVoqr



The Proliferation of Coding Initiatives



Coding IRL
● What we did

● What other people did

● How to advocate

● What are you doing?

● DPI partnership

                 +  =



KITS!

http://www.wiscode.org/


HIGH TECH - Example 1



HIGH TECH - 
Example 2



LOW TECH



NO TECH



HUMAN ROBOT 



How to advocate for coding… to your administration
● By year 2020 there will be 1.4 million jobs in 

programming and a lack of qualified job applicants.
● Formal coding programs can cost $$$$$.

● Library offers access to those with no tech
● Teaches problem solving, project management, 

computational thinking = improved employability



How to advocate for coding… to parents
● Not all schools teach coding.
● By year 2020 there will be 1.4 million jobs in 

programming and a lack of qualified job applicants.

● Coding teaches problem solving, project management, 
computational thinking.

● Coding is a skill that can be learned at home! Fun 
board games and apps that you can play with your 
children teach important code literacy skills.



How to advocate for coding….to teachers
● By year 2020 there will be 1.4 million jobs in 

programming and a lack of qualified job applicants.
● Teaching code literacy helps kids learn analytical 

thinking and problem solving that they can use in 
other subjects

● Library offers support to help you bring coding 
games and activities into your classroom. 



How to advocate for coding… to kids and teens
● This game (app, program) lets you show off your 

thinking skills to solve puzzles and/or make 
something. 

● Coding teaches the skills needed to build apps and 
computer games.  

● Coding lets you solve problems and try to outsmart 
your friends! 



How to advocate for coding… to potential partners
● The library will highlight the partnership and your 

business will be promoted to the community.
● You will have access to future workforce and can 

help mold and mentor potential employees.



How to advocate for coding… to the media
● By year 2020 there will be 1.4 million jobs in 

programming and a lack of qualified job applicants.  
● Coding teaches problem solving, project management, 

computational thinking.  
● Formal coding programs can cost $$$$$.



Coding in Your Communities
Community Partnerships

         What are your local schools doing?

                 Do you have a community makerspace?

Other local organizations, clubs, business...



Coding in Your Communities
Monroe Public Library

● Board game coding
● Playing with robots
● Elementary and middle 

school age



Coding in Your Communities
Fond du Lac Public Library

● Equipment Kits
● Arduino/Robotics Intro
● “Getting Started” Series
● Expansion to Teacher Kits



Coding in Your Communities
Milton School District & Milton Public Library

● Summer Club Partnership
● Elementary age 
● Scratch - An Intro to Computer Science



Questions?



Thank you!
wiscode.org

   @wiscodeliterati

      WisCode Literati

literati@wiscode.org

  Josh Cowles  Holly Storck-Post


